Listening Activity 
Song Analysis: Roll Out the Barrel/Ŝkoda lásky/Rosamunde-Polka

Source: Smithsonian Folkways 
Performer: Max Baca and Flaco Jiménez, The Andrews Sisters, Heimattöne
Ethnicity/Region: Originally from Czechoslovakia 
Pedagogical Uses: Examine how this piece of music evolved and was used in many different contexts during WWII through listening activity. 
Historical Information: Jaromír Vejvoda’s Modřanská polka (1934) become popular during World War II as Ŝkoda lásky (‘A Waste of Love’), in Germany as the Rosamunde-Polka, and among the allied armies as the Beer-Barrel Polka (‘Roll out the Barrel’). During WWII, versions of this song in many other languages were created and was popular among soldiers, regardless of their allegiances (Černušák et al., 2001).
Examples of versions in English, Czech, and German are included in the PowerPoint presentation.

Step 1: Attentive-Listening Experiences 
Play the 4 different versions of “Roll Out the Barrel”. Challenge students to hear and compare the following in all four musical examples:
· Melody in voice and/or instruments
· Instrumentation 
· Bass line activity
· Form (repetition) 
· Tempo 

Step 2: Engaged-Listening Experiences 
Play the Czech example (Ŝkoda lásky). Listen repeatedly to engage in the following activities:

Note the form: AAAABB’AAAABB’ instrumental interlude(C) AA 
(8-bar phrases in each A section)

· 1st – 4th round of “A” melody: Hear the melody that is sung in the vocal section and hum along 
· B and B’ melody: Sway to the feel of 2/2 time 
· 1st – 4th round of the returned “A” melody: Pat macro beat on lap 
· B and B’ melody and instrumental interlude: Pat micro beat on lap 
· 1st and 2nd round of the “A” melody: Pat strong beats (first of every measure) on thighs and tap weak beat (second of every measure) on shoulders
· Tap or play the following ostinato pattern using body percussion or instruments:
Ta ti-ti ta rest

Step 3: Enactive-Listening Experiences 
Listen continuously in order to engage in the following engage in the following activities: 
· [image: ]Sing the pitches of the melody (A and B sections) to “loo” 
· Sing solfège to A section 
· Note: melody has “fi”!
· Clap rhythm of melody 
· Speak rhythm syllables while clapping the rhythm along with the melody 
· While listening, independently create ostinato using too, ta, ti-ti, and ticka-ticka rhythms. Play on drums or other classroom instruments



Extended Activity: 
· Learn and rehearse the polka to this song. Perform in small groups for their peers 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Have students sing and play the melody (A and B sections) on different instruments and/or using voice (English, Czech or German)
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